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more recent conflicts have presented more of a challenge. the effectiveness of the military is
influenced by many things, but one of the most significant is the unavailability of transport for men,

equipment, supplies, and information. in the period covered by this paper, there has been a period of
great anxiety about the continued availability of all types of wheeled transport. military vehicles in

operation today in the us army and marines have roots that go back at least to the civil war and the
second world war, but it is only in the last two decades that a reliable and capable medium vehicle
has been available. the improvement in medium cargo capability has been heavily biased to the

benefit of the 1st cavalry division and the marine expeditionary force and their significantly greater
needs and dependence on wheeled transport. while the 1st cavalry division (1st cav) has been the
most influential for promoting development of tactical wheeled transportation, there are lessons to
be learned about its needs and management from previous experience that are of interest to field
commanders. because of the wider range of problems in some expeditionary operations, some sort
of infrastructure has been required that extends the level of capability of the deployed forces to the
area of operations. this might be to provide basic services and to build communication and security

forces. this capability is largely based on the concept of hubs and hubs; they are temporary or
permanent bases, and they may range in size from a few tents to several thousand personnel. all

these bases provide some degree of security, but their success depends on a number of factors, and
they must be capable of meeting the problems of climate, geography, terrain, and enemy activity.

unpredictable weather, disease, political upheavals, and population can affect the length of time that
any base must be occupied. hence, the network of bases is interconnected and interdependent. its
solidity may be affected by a number of factors, most notably when the enemy is active in a sector.

this ability to protect the bases is enhanced with infantry in the zone.
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