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structures and the invention is particularly concerned with automobile pillar structures and their
attachment to automobile door structures. Automobiles of various sizes and constructions and
including the standard swinging door design and many open-sided or
xe2x80x9cpanoramicxe2x80x9d doors have been available for many years. With these doors, the
door structure which is mounted to the automobile body or pillar is substantially uniform in size
and shape in the vertical direction. Therefore, the door structure will be substantially horizontal in
appearance when the door is closed and a horizontal line is generally drawn from the door latch or
striker plate on the door and between the door upper and lower edge panels to indicate the plane
of the door structure when closed. A known problem with this type of door structure is that if the
door is significantly off-level and/or off-center relative to the vehicle body, particularly if it is
angled to the body, it may hang open during operation of the vehicle and be easily tripped by a
foot or hand when entering or leaving the vehicle. This problem has been recognized by the
automobile industry and several approaches have been suggested for adjusting the door structure,
including for example in U.S. Pat. No. 3,669,075, for aligning the door upper and lower edge
panels relative to the body. U.S. Pat. Nos. 4,119,221, 4,170,626 and 4,319,623 disclose automobile
door structures which at least partially move the door structure above and below a level horizontal
line determined by the vehicle body in order to accommodate off-level doors. U.S. Pat. No.
4,605,281 is also directed to this problem and discloses a door structure which is pivotally
mounted relative to the vehicle body and which can be moved from its closed position in order to
accommodate doors which are off-level. U.S. Pat. No. 4,407,200 discloses a dual-lever design
having a first lever for tensioning a retaining bolt and a second lever for moving a door latch to a
latch engaging position. U.S. Pat 79a2804d6b
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